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Vaughan Stories to Tell

Introduction

General Information and Background

The City of Vaughan is made up of a collection of historic towns and villages that came together
as the same municipality in 1991. Vaughan is made up of 5 distinct neighbourhoods: the historic
neighbourhoods of Woodbridge and Kleinburg West of Highway 400, and Maple and Thornhill
East of Highway 400; and the emerging neighbourhood of Concord which currently occupies
largely commercial land. Neighbourhood profiles for each of the 5 neighbourhoods are included
in this document.

Vaughan is a relatively new city, with 90% of the population coming to Vaughan after 1971 when
sewage and waterlines were extended further North out of Toronto. Since 1971, the population
boomed to 238,000 according to the 2006 Census, and is projected to be at about 260,000 today.
Despite this massive growth, much of the City of Vaughan North of Major McKenzie Road
remains rural or agricultural lands. The City of Vaughan contains the Boyd Conservation Area
and a sizeable portion of the Oak Ridges Morraine as some major green-field and natural park
areas. Vaughan is also home to Canada’s Wonderland, a variety of golf courses, and shopping
centres. Vaughan is divided by Highway 400 that runs North-South through the middle of the City,
and Highway 407 that divides the Southern portion from the more central areas.

Children and Families

Vaughan is an attractive place for young families to buy a home and settle down. This is evident
with the high proportions of children and young adults in the City. Children under 14 years old
make up 22% of the total population. The following graph demonstrates a disproportionately high
population for children and young adults which further emphasizes the trend toward young
families.
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These young families are traditional with a high number of married parents and a generally low
number of single parent families. These families are large with almost half (47%) having 4 or
more people.

While there is a high proportion of young families, the population of Vaughan is ageing overall.
Vaughan Tomorrow age projections show that the proportion of people over 60 years old will
almost double, from 13% to 25% of the total population, by the year 2031.

Similarly there will be lower proportions of children, and about 17,000 more youth in the city as
young families age.



This rise in these populations combined with a projected population growth to 400,000 people
means that services will need to adapt and expand to meet the needs of an increased client-
base. Vaughan Tomorrow’s examination of local recreational programs showed that they are
running at 77% capacity across the city with a waiting list of 2,370 people. Population projections
indicate that recreational programs will need expanding to meet the increasing population’s
physical activity needs, especially for youth and seniors.

The high numbers of young families in Vaughan means that there are childcare demands. Nearly
half (47%) of the people in Vaughan do unpaid childcare work — often family members and friends
that look after the children of a family. The high levels of participation in the labour market,
particularly by females with children at home (74%) suggests that some of that childcare demand
is falling on multigenerational families where seniors are looking after children during the day time
while the parents are working. This is further supported by the high rates of participation in the
labour market (81%) by the parents of children. For care-giving seniors or parents there are risks
of potential isolation barriers which can provide challenges to families accessing needed services.
Those young families which also face linguistic barriers, or are newcomers to Canada, are
struggling with the greatest risk of isolation and detachment from services and supports.
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Domestic violence and abuse has risen in York Region according to the York Region Police
Annual Report in 2008, and there has been an increase in the number of crisis calls made
regarding children under the age of 18. In this context, isolation and significant burdens of
domestic responsibilities are cause for even greater concern.

Service strategies for Vaughan should seek to address pressures on young families, growing
needs for seniors and youth and the risk of isolation for caregivers, isolated seniors.

Youth

Vaughan youth are typically well educated and have good access to employment compared to
the rest of York Region. As the youth population grows and new areas of Vaughan are
developed and inhabited, this new development will need to include places for youth to hang out,
and transportation infrastructure for youth to get there. According to the Youth in Action survey,
youth are hanging out mostly in malls (62%), movie theatres (53%) and community centres
(16%). However, youth are being pushed out of malls and movie theatres for loitering, and are
not finding access to constructive alternative activities. Currently, youth spend their free time
while staying in their community to. About 1 in 5 youth will travel to Toronto to spend free time,
but most will not travel to other neighbourhoods within the city to hang out. Youth have cited
public transit fares and frequency of service as the key barriers to travelling to activities in other



neighbourhoods in Vaughan, indicating that the transportation system is more effective at moving
people in and out of Vaughan, and than it is at moving people within the city. Focus groups
leading to creation of the Vaughan CHC indicated that recreation programs and services were
needed for youth in the city. Youth in Action found that Vaughan currently has the lowest number
of music, drama, art, writing, cooking, and youth summer programs of the surrounding
municipalities including Markham, Richmond Hill, Newmarket, and Aurora. Youth in Vaughan are
becoming more ethnically diverse and Youth in Action identified that some youth have
experienced discrimination and cultural barriers that would contribute to a lack of participation in
programs. Culturally appropriate programs are needed in Vaughan.
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Transportation also affects youth unemployment, which is already high (as mentioned in the
Education and Employment section). Youth are not able to easily travel outside of their
community to work. Two of the largest youth employers in the city are the Vaughan Mills Mall
and Canada’s Wonderland. Both are located near Rutherford Road and Highway 400. Youth
living farther away from this region will have more challenges in getting transportation to and from
work. Another issue for youth finding steady employment is that Canada’s Wonderland is almost
exclusively a seasonal employer.

Education levels for youth are high (as mentioned in the Education and Employment section).
The Youth in Action survey demonstrated that while most youth are doing homework in their
spare time, far more females are doing homework than males (70% to 43%).

After high school, there is a growing issue around where youth can live when they move out of
the family home. This is compounded by low rental rates in the city. Some youth are staying at
home and trying to find employment close by, which is contributing to high unemployment. For
those youth that are unwilling or unable to stay at home, there are fewer options. There is the
perception in Vaughan that gang activity is on the rise. Almost half (46%) youth surveyed
identified gangs as a concern for youth in Vaughan. While there is no specific data on gang
activity from the York Regional Police Annual Report, weapons transportation in York Region
doubled between 2007 and 2008, and violent crimes in Vaughan increased by 17%. Local
service providers and community members at a Vaughan CHC focus group identified that youth
couch surfing is on the rise showing there is an increase in youth homelessness. The pockets of
street-involved youth are at greater risk of physical and mental health issues and raises questions
around connecting homeless youth with health services.



Youth (Ages 15 to 24) Unemployment Map
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Seniors

While there is currently a relatively small number of seniors in Vaughan, and many of those
seniors are well established in the community, there are pockets of seniors’ that are facing
barriers to accessing services, and projected senior’'s numbers predict growing senior’s needs.

Vaughan Seniors Population Density
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Many seniors in Vaughan have access to strong social networks through friends and family.
However, almost 12% of seniors are living alone and 10% are living below the Low Income Cut-
Off. There is also a high number of frail seniors. Vaughan has the highest number of seniors’
medical home visits in the Central LHIN. The seniors living alone are most common in Thornhill
and Woodbridge. These needs will likely grow with time as the seniors populations grow and as



seniors in robust social networks see supports erode through the aging of the network members.
Service planning should anticipate growing needs in health and social supports for seniors.

The statistics on seniors living alone does not address the challenges of isolation that newcomer
seniors are facing in Maple and Concord. These seniors tend to be South Asians living in multi-
family households, and have been sponsored by their families and are often charged with
childcare duties during the day. These seniors are unable to get out to services during the day
because of childcare duties, and lack of financial independence and often linguistic capacity to
access services and supports.

Since seniors that are taking care of grandchildren during the day may not speak English, their
grandchildren may not getting exposed to English at home during the day, nor being exposed to
any type of formalized educational opportunities like licensed childcare or preschool prior to
elementary school. Local service providers in Vaughan have identified this pattern as being
connected with slightly lower EDI scores in Maple, and in Concord. The low EDI scores can lead
to lower education levels and challenges with employment as the population ages. Providing
greater access to early years services for non-Anglophone caregivers could help to address
some of the EDI challenges these children face and address some of the isolation the caregivers
experience.
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The distribution of needs and resources is uneven in Vaughan. Recent immigrant seniors tend to
have lower incomes, and tend to face more isolation issues than higher income and older
immigration (or born in Canada) seniors that are more populous in Woodbridge and Kleinburg.

Housing and Income

Vaughan has historically seen high incomes and has been a community of large family homes.
The type of housing that will develop over the next 20 years will determine the future of housing
affordability in the City of Vaughan.

According to the Just the Facts Report, there is a very low proportion of rent-geared-to-income
housing in York Region, and a lack of rentals in Vaughan. The 5,800 people on the waiting list for
subsidized housing in 2008 almost equals the number of currently occupied units in the City.



Map of Social Housing Buildings in Vaughan
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The graph below shows only 7% of homes in Vaughan are rentals. With 10% of families in
Vaughan living with low incomes, this raises concerns about housing affordability as at least 3%
of families own homes and live below the Low Income Cut-Off (LICO).
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Housing costs can be lower for people living in the more rural areas of Vaughan (north of Teston
Road) but less affluent households here are facing challenges in terms of isolation and barriers to
employment due to a lack of public transportation and a need for a car to leave the home.

Issues of housing affordability have led to a 14% increase in the proportion of multi-family
households across Vaughan between 2001 and 2006. Now 1 in every 17 homes are multi-family
homes as families “double-up” to lower the cost of home ownership. This is higher than both the

York Region average of 5% and the Census Metropolitan Area (including Toronto and Peel)
average of 4%.



York Region Multi-Family Households
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Multi-family households are a way for newcomers and young families to enter the housing market
by renting out a portion of the home to other generations of the family, or other families entirely.
Some of these rental units are illegal and can create unstable living situations. It was identified
by Vaughan CHC Outreach staff that in spite of creating living situations where up to 16 people
are living in the same home, some seniors, are facing isolation issues because they are often left
alone in the house during the day.
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Multi-family households are one example of how poverty is hidden in Vaughan. At a glance,
Vaughan has fairly high incomes. Vaughan has a median household income of $88,317
compared to the CMA average of $64,128. Household incomes in Vaughan rose by 10% from
2001 levels. Despite this, there are still pockets of households earning incomes below $30,000








































































































































































